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CATALONIA: a leading technology and knowledge hub in 
Europe

R&D, 2023Scientific output, 2023

0.69%

With 0.1% of the 
world's population, it 

accounts for

of the global scientific 
production

Catalan
R&D/GDP

Spanish 
R&D/GDP1.9% 1.5%

10th in the EU in R&D 
expenditure over 
GDP

Source: ACCIÓ, based on European Commission, Eurostat, Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología (FECYT) (based on data from SciVal-
SCOPUS), Horizon Dashboard, INE and The Vanguard Initiative

Italy
1.3%

Above…

Portugal
1.7%

Catalonia, an innovative region in both Spain and Europe
Catalonia holds both the “strong innovator” and the “Regional Innovation Valley” labels (2023/2024)
Catalonia has the largest number of innovative companies in Spain, accounting for 22.5% of the total (2022)
Catalonia leads European patent applications in Spain, accounting for 34.6% of the total (2023)
Catalonia has received more than 1,400 million euros grants from the current Horizon Europe programme
– 3.28% of the European total, doubling what it should receive based on its population.
Catalonia is the 3rd European region that attracts the most business funding within the Horizon Europe 
programme and the 2nd in terms of the number of beneficiary companies.



Priority sectors for the Catalan Government according to the 
Catalonia Lidera Plan

Industry

Food & 
Beverage

Energy & 
Chemicals

Hydrogen

Decarbonization

Semiconductors

Mobility

Batteries

Electric vehicles 

Renewable energies

Energy-intensive 
industries

Health

Personalized 
medicine

Medical 
technologies

Biotechnology

Technology and ICT

Audiovisual & 
Videogames

Digital 
technologies



Source: ACCIÓ, based on its own reports, Biocat, fDi Markets and ICEX-ESTACOM

Industry Technology and ICT Health

Catalonia is home to 91 research entities, 
including global benchmark centers and 

facilities

Sample of health companies:

Catalonia is the 2nd region in the world by 
number of video game FDI projects     

(2020-2024)

Sample of technology / ICT companies:

Food & Beverage
Largest manufacturing sector in the 
Catalan economy by revenue

Mobility
Catalonia is the main driver of the 
Spanish automotive ecosystem

Energy & Chemicals
Chemicals is the leading export sector 
in Catalonia

Priority sectors for the Catalan Government according to the 
Catalonia Lidera Plan 
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I want to…
Find a new direction

Shared value program

Strategy coupons

Grants for new business 
opportunities

Business growth service

Catalonia Clusters Program

Grants for initiatives to reinforce 
competitiveness

Export initiation coupons

Technical Office on 
Internationalization Barriers
Export and International 
Expansion Service

International eTrade

Catalonia Suppliers

Multilocation: new subsidiaries 
abroad

Technology and R&D&I project 
advise

R&D nuclis grants

Intellectual and Industrial 
Property Advice
European R&D&I program 
coupons
Advice and grants for open and 
disruptive innovation projects

Open Innovation Challenges

Next Generation EU Office

ProACCIÓ 4.0. Advice

Technological innovation grants

Advanced digital technology 
coupons

ProACCIÓ Green. Advice

Green Coupons

I want to…
Become more international

I want to…
Innovate and be disruptive

I want to…
Boost my technological and 
green transformation

Services for Startups

Startup Capital grants

R&D Green nuclis

Grants for green technological 
innovation

Have a company with a purpose, 
rethink your strategy or increase 

your reach

Start exporting, increase and 
diversify your exports and sell via 

digital channels

Develop or protect your R&D&I, be 
disruptive or expand a startup

Incorporate technology, harness 
Next Generation funds and further 

the green transformation

ACCIO_The Catalan Agency for Competitiveness



6ACCIO Services-European RD&I Programmes 

c

Infodays and workshops

Initial Advise

Partner search 

Feedback to the proposal ACCIÓ + NCPs (CDTI, 
FECYT, Ministries)

Awarded Proposal

Legal advise of the consortium agreement

Exploitation of results

VOUCHERS
European RD&I 

Projects

Grants for catalan companies to 
COORDINATE (€12,000) or be 

PARTNERS (€5,000) in a consortium: 
support offered by an ACCIO’s certified 

advisor in European Programmes. 
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Main European RD&I Programmes

CDTI International

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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CATALONIA IN HORIZON EUROPE

Catalonia is the third EU region to attract the most European funding for research and innovation projects, with over 1,000 million euros

https://catalonia.com/w/catalonia-is-the-third-eu-region-to-attract-the-most-european-funding-for-research-and-innovation-projects-with-over-1000-million-euros


Fem avui l’empresa del demà

• 125 catalan enterprises

• 465 projects in Horizon Europe

• 37 as coordinators

• 214.248.541,75€ 

• 3rd region with the most HE HEALTH 

funds received 

HORIZON EUROPE HEALTH (2021-2025)

Catalonia
31%

Rest of Spain
69%

PARTICIPATION IN HE PROJECTS

Catalonia
46%Rest of Spain

54%

NET EU CONTRIBUTION HE-HEALTH



Fem avui l’empresa del demà

• 30 Catalan organisations

• 44% of Spanish Health 

organisations

• 12.826.994,15€ 

• Spain is TOP5 between the countries 

receiving the most Eureka eurostars

funds

EUREKA EUROSTARS HEALTH (2015-2024)

Catalonia
53%

Rest of Spain
47%

FUNDS EUREKA EUROSTARS 
HEALTH

Catalonia Rest of Spain

44%

56%

ORGANISATIONS IN PROJECTS 
(2015-2024)

Catalonia Rest of Spain



Fem avui l’empresa del demà

• 162 catalan enterprises

• 475 projects in Horizon Europe

• 38 as coordinators

• 241.756.558,41 € 

• TOP 5 most HE HEALTH funds 

received 

HORIZON EUROPE CLUSTER 4_Digital, Industry and Space (2021-2025)

Catalonia
25%

Rest of 
Spain
75%

NET EU CONTRIBUTION 
CLUSTER 4

Catalonia
22%

Rest of 
Spain
78%

PARTICIPATION IN PROJECTS



Fem avui l’empresa del demà

• 43 Catalan organisations

• 31% of Spanish Industry 

organisations

• 13.936.307,59 € 

• Spain is TOP5 between the countries 

receiving the most Eureka eurostars

funds

EUREKA EUROSTARS ROBOTICS (2015-2024)

Catalonia
26%

Rest of Spain
74%

FUNDS EUREKA EUROSTARS INDUSTRY

Catalonia
31%

Rest of 
Spain
69%

ORGANISATIONS IN PROJECTS



TOP CATALAN PARTICIPANTS HEALTH



TOP CATALAN PARTICIPANTS CLUSTER 4_Digital, Industry and Space



Comitology Register

Staying healthy in a rapidly changing society 

HORIZON EUROPE CALLS 2026-2027
HEALTH

CANCER MISSION

Living and working in a health-promoting environment 

Tackling diseases and reducing disease burden 

Ensuring equal access to innovative, sustainable, and high-quality healthcare 

Developing and using new tools, technologies and digital solutions for a healthy society 

Maintaining an innovative, sustainable, and competitive EU health industry 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107970/2/consult?lang=en


DEADLINES FOR HORIZON 
EUROPE CALLS 2026-2027
HEALTH

Comitology Register

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107970/2/consult?lang=en


HORIZON EUROPE 2026

Gener Febrer Març Abril Maig Juny

Juliol Agost Setembre Octubre Novembre Desembre

• 16/04/2026 HORIZON-HLTH-2026-01

• 16/04/2026 HORIZON-HLTH-2026-04

• 15/09/2026 HORIZON-HLTH-2026-02

• 15/09/2026 HORIZON-MISS-2026-02



HORIZON EUROPE 2027

Gener Febrer Març Abril Maig Juny

Juliol Agost Setembre Octubre Novembre Desembre

• 22/09/2027 HORIZON-HLTH-2027-02-TWO-STAGE (2nd stage)

• 22/09/2027 HORIZON-HLTH-2027-03

• 21/09/2027 HORIZON-MISS-2027-02

• 21/09/2027 HORIZON-MISS-2027-06

• 13/04/2027 HORIZON-HLTH-2026-03

• 13/04/2027 HORIZON-HLTH-2027-01

• 13/04/2027 HORIZON-HLTH-2027-02-TWO-STAGE (1st stage)



HORIZON EUROPE CALLS 2026-2027
CLUSTER 4_Digital, Industry and Space

Comitology Register

Leadership in materials and production for Europe

Developing an agile and secure single market and infrastructure 
for data-services and trustworthy artificial intelligence services

Achieving open strategic autonomy in digital and emerging 
enabling technologies

Open Strategic Autonomy in Developing, Deploying and Using 
Global Space-Based Infrastructure, Services, Applications and 
Data

Digital and industrial technologies driving human-centric 
innovation

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


DEADLINES FOR HORIZON EUROPE 
CALLS 2026-2027
CLUSTER 4_Digital, Industry and Space
Comitology Register

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


HORIZON EUROPE 2026

Gener Febrer Març Abril Maig Juny

Juliol Agost Setembre Octubre Novembre Desembre

• 03/09 HORIZON-CL4-SPACE-2026-03

• 08/04 HORIZON CL4-2026-01 (IND)
• 08/04 HORIZON-CL4-2026-02 (1st stage, IND)
• 15/04 HORIZON-CL4-2026-04 (DIG)
• 15/04 HORIZON-CL4-2026-05 (DIG)

• 27/10 HORIZON-CL4-2026-02 (2nd stage, IND)



HORIZON EUROPE 2027

Gener Febrer Març Abril Maig Juny

Juliol Agost Setembre Octubre Novembre Desembre

• 02/09 HORIZON-CL4-2027-02 (2nd stage, IND)

• 09/09 HORIZON-CL4-SPACE-2027-03

• 02/02 HORIZON-CL4-2027-01 (IND)

• 02/02 HORIZON-CL4-2027-02 (1st stage, IND)

• 18/03 HORIZON-CL4-2027-04 (DIG)
• 18/03 HORIZON-CL4-2027-05 (DIG)



23Multiannual Financial Framework (“MFF”) 2028-2034



24MFF: EU Budget 2028-2034…



25... European Competitiveness Fund



26...Horizon Europe 2028-2034



Open Innovation Support Services

ACCIÓ-Catalonia Trade & Investment
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Smart City Expo 
World Congress

November 4–6, 2025

Deadline for challenge 
owners: 

25 July

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

17 September

MWC-4YFN

March 2–5, 2026

Deadline for challenge 
owners:

17 December

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

14 January

ISE

February 3–6, 2026

Deadline for challenge 
owners: 

29 October

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

12 November

ALIMENTÀRIA

March 23–26, 2026

Deadline for challenge 
owners: 

14 January

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

28 January

Advanced Factories 
Congress

April 7–9, 2026

Deadline for challenge 
owners: 

28 January

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

11 February

Health Revolution 
Congress

May 27–28, 2026

Deadline for challenge 
owners: 

25 February

Pitch session for 
challenge owners: 

11 March

OPEN INNOVATION CHALLENGES: Calendar



27-28 May 2026, BCN

Leyre Alfonso: lalfonso@gencat.cat



30Challenges and trends: the 10 most common technologies



93 476 72 26
info.een@een.cat
www.een.cat

Segueix-nos a les nostres xarxes socials!
@eencat

linkedin.com/company/enterprise-europe-network-een-spain

Thanks for your participation!
rdi.accio@gencat.cat

https://een.ec.europa.eu/

mailto:info.een@een.cat
http://www.een.cat/
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