
 
 

Page 1 of 3 
 
 

   

 

 

City Regions as Innovators of Europe 
 
 

EVENT INFORMATION 

Event Title: City Regions as Innovators of Europe 

Event Date: Thursday 11th Oct. 2018  

Timing: 
Event Start: 09h30 
Event End: 16h00 

Optional Tour: 16h15-17h15 
Optional Cocktail: 17h15-18h30 
 

Event venue: MediaTIC Auditoruim (AM) - 5th floor Breakout Session (PM) 
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EVENT CONTENT 

ACTIVITY 
 

TIMING 
 

OVERVIEW 
 

 
Registration 
  

 
09h30 
 

 
Coffee served 
 

Open and 
welcome 

10h00- 
10h05- 

Welcome 
Dr Marta Fernández  
Executive Director, RMIT Europe  
 

Welcome by 
the hosting 
motor region 

10h05- 
10h15 
 

Regions as Motors of Innovation 
Joan Romero i Circuns   
Chief Executive Officer, ACCIÓ  
 

Keynote 
10h15- 
10h35 
 

Vibrant and Livable City Regions  
Professor Jago Dodson 
Director Centre for Urban Research, RMIT University 
 

 
The Four 
Motors for 
Europe: 
Drivers of 
innovation 

10h35- 
11h35 

Smart cities and regions as incubators for future innovation 
Baden-Württemberg International 
 
Regional Innovation in Lombardy 
Regione Lombardia 
 
Rhône-Alpes, the Innovative Region 
Conseil Régional de Rhône-Alpes 
 
Smart and Innovative Catalonia 
SmartCatalonia 
 

Panel 
Discussion 

11h35 -
12h10 

Facilitated Q&A with four motor regions representatives 
Professor Cees Van Beer 
Professor of Innovation Management and Head of Economics of 
Technology and Innovations, Technical University Delft 
 

Keynote 12h10-
12h30 

Digital revolution in engineering from design to fabrication 
Dr Guido Nieri 
Project Manager, Werner Sobek Stuttgart AG 
 

 
 
 
 

LUNCH  12h30 - 13h30 
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ACTIVITY TIMING 
 

Industry 4.0 
 

Smart Cities Climate Adaptation  

Parallel 
Sessions 

13h30 -
14h45 

Expert 
 
Professor Jivka 
Ovtcharova, Head of the 
Institute for Information 
Management in 
Engineering, KIT 
 
Graça Calvalho, 
PETRAS Impact 
Champion, UCL 
 
 
Facilitated by 
Boaz Kogon, Research 
and Innovation 
Associate Industry 4.0, 
RMIT Europe 
 
 

Experts 
 
Valerie Bahr, Team 
Manager Smart Cities 
and Energy 
Technology, SEZ and 
S2I 
 
Peter Shearman, Head 
of Co-Innovation, 
Corporate Strategy & 
Innovation Group in 
Europe, Cisco 

 
Elaine Trimble, 
Director Urban 
Infrastructure, 
Siemens 

 
Facilitated by 
Gareth MacNaughton, 
Research and 
Innovation Associate 
Urban Futures, RMIT 
Europe 
 

Experts 
 
Professor Andreas 
Christen, Head of the 
Chair of Environmental 
Meteorology, Albert-
Ludwigs-Universität 
Freiburg  
 
Emilie Normann, Director 
of Entrepreneurship,  
Climate-KIC 
 
Dr Sergio Tirado,  
Marie Curie Research 
Fellow, Institute of 
Environmental Science 
and Technology, UAB 
 
Facilitated by 
Dr Jenny Atmanagara, 
Sector Lead Urban 
Development and 
Sustainable Building, 
Baden-Württemberg 
International 

Closing 
Remarks and 
Recap 

15h00- 
16h00 

Parallel sessions recap and conclusions  
Dr Marta Fernández  
Executive Director RMIT Europe 
 

Walking Tour 16h00- 
17h15 

Design in Action 
Walking tour of different initiatives in the Barcelona 22@ Innovation 
District, including the Superilla (Superblock) intervention and Smart 
City solutions of the GrowSmarter project  
 

Cocktail 17h15 -
18h30 

Cocktail Reception 
RMIT Europe 5th Floor Terrace 
 

 


